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THE PRESERVATION
AND CONSERVATION OF
THE WILDLIFE AND
WETLANDS ALONG THE
SCENIC SCHUYLKILL
RIVER IN NORTHERN
BERKS AND SOUTHERN
SCHUYLKILL COUNTY
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CONTACT US

Don Waldron (President): 610.562.3199

Neven Dries (Vice-President)
610.858.1904

Gregg Adams (Secretary/Membership)
610.562.1428

Sue Fisher (Treasurer): 610.562.0720

P.0. Box 389 Hamburg, PA 19526

www.BlueMountainWildlife.com

info@BlueMountainWildlife.com
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When will it stop raining? Even
though we’ve officially entered win-
ter, it still hasn’t stopped. 2018 end-
ed up one of the wettest years on
record, with the seemingly constant
rain beginning at the end of July and
lasting through the fall (for the most
part). B ;

The wet weather
seemed to put a
damper on the activ
ity at the Kernsville
Dam Recreation Ar-
ea. The summer]
months are tradi-|
tionally a slow peri-
od for Blue Moun-
tain Wildlife, but§
they are the busiest
for the Kerny. This
year, however, what
few activities Blue§
Mountain ~ Wildlife
planned to accom-|
plish suffered delays &
due to the wet}
weather. Fortunate-
ly, the two main
events of the Blue§g
Mountain  Wildlife
summer season, the annual Dragon-
fly Walk in August and the Dine &
Dash Burgers & Trail Race on Labor
Day weekend, went off without a
hitch, in spite of cloudy skies. A

number of work projects, primarily
those in support of Mackenzie
Greenawalt’s Native Plant Garden
project, were delayed due to rain or
muddy conditions. Eventually the
project was completed, albeit a little
later than scheduled.
vyaeEme Visitor traffic at the
Kerny seemed to be
a little less this
year, probably due
to the rain that
{secemed to occur
Il mainly on  the
& weekends. This al-
§ so seemed to be the
{ case with trespass-
ers headed to the
Dam or to Pulpit
% Rock.  While de-
creased trespassing
will probably have
no effect on wheth-
er the upper Kerny
will be reopened to
the public, it does
 generate less trash,
# which makes Blue
Mountain Wildlife’s
efforts to keep the
area clean easier.

With winter here (at least ac-
cording to the calendar), perhaps
the rain will stop. Although that
usually means snow instead.

o

CALENDAR OF EVENTS—WINTER 2018

Thursday January 10, 2019...BMW Monthly Buslness Meeting 6:00 to 8:00 pm Hamburg Library
Friday January 25, 2019...Annual Membershlp Banquet and Meeting 6:00 p.m. CJ. Hummel's
Thursday February 14, 2019...BMW Monthly Business Meeting 6:00 to 8:00 pm Hamburg Library
Thursday March 14, 2019...BMW Monthly Business Meeting 6:00 to 8:00 pm Hamburg Library
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WALKING WITH DRAGONFLIES

The Kernsville Dam Desilting Basing is one of
the top places in Berks county for diversity of
Dragonfly species.

The Annual Dragonfly Walk through the Ba-
sin was held on Saturday August 11th. The Walk
is sponsored by Baird Ornithological Society.
Ken Lebo was the leader. Fifteen people attend-
ed the walk and learned a lot about dragonfly be-
havior and mating.

BMVMIW Newsletter Staff

NEVEN DRIES

We had a nice warm day with some sun
showing up to bring the dragonflies out. Many of
the dragonflies posed for photos.

Fourteen different species of dragonflies and
damselflies that were seen on today's walk: Com-
mon Green Darner, Blue Dasher, Eastern
Pondhawk, Spangled Skimmer, Slaty Skimmer,
Twelve-spotted Skimmer, Calico Pennant, Hal-
loween Pennant, Wandering Glider, Carolina
Saddlebags, Black Saddlebags, Azure Bluet,
Fragile Forktail, and Eastern Forktail.

Articles: Gregg Adams, Neven Dries
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The Sixth Annual Dine & Dash Burgers &
Trail Race kicked off the 2018 Taste of Ham-
burg-er Festival. Under cloudy skies, the twen-
ty-nine participants gathered, selected their tie-
dye t-shirts and steeled themselves for the gruel-
ing event about to start. The burgers were
brought out, each runner preparing the burger
as appropriate—some for taste, some for speed
of consumption. The D&D Race Team, led by
Amy Browder, finalized the preparations. When
all was in readiness, Amy briefed the partici-
pants and Gregg Adams started the race with a
blast from the air horn. After finishing their first
burger, the runners dashed off toward the
Schuylkill River and the Etchberger Trail. A mile
up-river, they arrived at the turn-around point
and set upon their second burger. Upon finish-
ing the second burger, each runner collected his

GREGG ADAMS

or her set of beads and raced back to Hamburg
and the Finish Line.

Dale Schneck crossed the finish line first—the
Fastest Male with a time of 15:52. Melisa Lang-
ston claimed the Fastest Female prize with a
time of 20:29. Female age category winners in-
cluded Lizzie “Batman” Schwinger and Erica
Wood. Male age category winners included
Cameron Smiley, Jon Greely and Troy
Seitzinger. Best Costume prize went to Jon
Kline as “The Dude.” The Fastest Dog prize went
to Phin (and owner Ryan Witman). Judge’s
Choice awards went to Tania Wargo and Akira
for Best Dog in Costume, and to Andrew Wood
for Farthest Travelled.

A big THANKS goes out to our wonderful vol-
unteers, and to The Westy and Russo’s for
providing the tasty burgers.

Pictures: Neven Dries, Kerry Grim
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THANK YOU TO OUR CORPORATE SPONSORS

—ilp—

SERVING OUR CUSTOMERS AND THE ENVIRONMENT

DAN CHRIST GALLERY
23 SPITZENBERG LANE
KEMPTON PA 19529

SCHAEI/:FER 'S Tel 610.562.3071
o -

1 WWW.DANCHRISTGALLERY.COM
|RV SUPER STORE Toll Free 800.776.1888 NCHRISTOAL

DPCHRIST@VERIZON.NET

Fai610,562.3860
? =

1236 Pottsville Pike
Shoemakersville, PA 19555

email info@tomschaeffers.com www.tomschaeffers.com

READING & NORTHERN RAILROAD

2002 and 2011 Regional Railroad of the Year
1 Railroad Blvd., P.O. Box 218, Port Clinton, PA 19549
Phone: 610-5622100  Fax: 610-5621920  www.READINGNORTHERN.com

LUMBER CO.
Cost EFFECTIVE, INNOVATIVE, TIMELESS, SUSTAINABLE A RCHITECTURE

170 MIDWAY ROAD 122 EAST THOMAS ST. 29 West Miin Sireet+ PO B o412+ Fleetwood, PA 1952

BETHEL, PA COOPERSBURG, PA \ Phone (f10) 944-5536 = Errail comm * Wehsite cofm

FJogeph 4. Martin
C.P.4.
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HAMBURG 610-562-7673

www.boyersfood.com oo Gﬂnﬁ M@l’&!





